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Growing up, I was obsessed with video games. The first stop once I got home from
school would be the TV, to plow through The Legend of Zelda or Super Mario 64 until my
mom threatened punishment for avoiding homework. Yet since coming to Japan, I've rarely
picked up a controller and own zero video game systems. I simply lack the time to properly

devote to the newest Pokemon game. (DRecently, though, I've discovered I do have the time

to watch other people play games.

I’'ve become enamored with the world of YouTube gamers. These are people who simply
film themselves playing various video games, while talking about them and reacting to
what’s happening. It sounds (2)ﬂ, but some of YouTube’s biggest creators found the
spotlight by offering witty commentary while playing games. They include Markiplier and
jacksepticeye — not to mention PewDiePie, who has the most subscribers of anyone on
YouTube. There is the same phenomenon in Japan, and it has roots in TV. Many game
shows in the 1980s featured regular folks playing video games against one another. (There
were similar TV shows in the United States in the 1990s.) The arrival of Japanese video
site Nico Nico Douga in the mid-2000s allowed anyone to broadcast videos of themselves
playing games and chatting.

Now YouTube is the (3)@ for this world in Japan. The popular 2Bro channel features
two guys who play everything from first-person shooting games to puzzle games while
cracking jokes. They post videos almost every day and have almost 2 million subscribers.
YouTube gamers can make even more money from sponsorships or selling their own
merchandise. I used to think this whole business was deeply goofy. Honestly, (4)1 still do.
But I also find the videos somewhat relaxing to watch. I first realized this while watching
Cuphead, a fast-moving game where a cartoon cup fights a bunch of colorful bosses. It’s a
very hard game, forcing the player to move the character past a blizzard of projectiles.

(5>I could see myself breaking many controllers out of frustration if I had played it when

I was a teenager.

But watching someone else go through these challenges is soothing and entertaining.
And also really funny. Maybe I'm bored of regular TV shows, where everything is plotted
out. Gamer videos include all the mistakes and restarts in them. Watching the cartoon cup

die over and over again — and hearing the YouTuber scream out in frustration — is
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different. It’s an unlikely addition to my entertainment schedule in 2018, but one I've

enjoyed. Plus, T ( 1 ) a lot of money by not having to buy a Nintendo Switch when

I can just watch others enjoy it.

(1)

(2]

(3)

(4)

(5)

(i : The Japan Times ST: February 2, 2018 (—&BZ#))

: obsessed ZEHi7S enamored T 9% witty K OF|7z
commentary f#it subscribers EHkH sponsorship AR v —3H
goofy FRlF73 cartoon < A4 blizzard of projectiles THALD f&,

soothing L ®

THEE (D oFRELTROEY R EDE, OD~@DHH 5—D5H~,
O b EETAHT—LEHOBD I,

@ KEET—LETBEOHNLEL,

® MADT — LBy % WiR o 72,

@ TR — LNOBIRE K 5 12,

TR (2 OREHEELTROEY L EDE, O~DDHh 65—,
@D foolish @ sensible ® stupid @ absurd

THEE B) LRES VS ERD, ROBEYIL D EDO~DDH» 65—,
© #Haby @ BIE @ K @ o

@T

TR () ZTEICHSBAGE. ROEULEXEHEEDO~@DHh o —DoHN,
@ T still thought this whole business was deeply goofy.

@ T still thought this whole business is deeply goofy.

@ I still think this whole business was deeply goofy.

@ T still think this whole business is deeply goofy.
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(6) C 1 ) ICABbEVZHFEEZ, O~@DDHh S5 —2HEN,
@ save @ spend ® get @ lose

(7) XF DAL YouTuber @5 H#1200 FAD 7 + a7 —N 3D IHEN, OD~DDHho—>D
A,

(O Markiplier @ 2Bro ® PewDiePie @ jacksepticeye

(8) ZOXEDOHHBLELTRGHEYLEDZE, O~DDHh 5—DF N,
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選択肢は、著作権の都合により掲載しておりません。


M. ROFEXZEHEA B (9) ~ (13) ST 2EA L L TROEYLSDZ TOO~DDHN S —

DHEEN

To: Staff

From: Hiroko Tanaka

Subject: Office Move and Construction Schedule

Dear Staff,

Construction work will take place on the 5th and 6th floors of our office building from
May 15 to June 20. During this time, office staff on those floors will work on the 2nd
and 3rd floors. Our cleaning team will move desks, chairs, and computers on the
weekend of May 13 and 14. Please pack your personal items by the end of the day on
Friday May 12.

Please remember these important points:

® On May 15, internet and phone service may not work for a short time.
® Please plan your work carefully.
® There will be fewer meeting rooms available.
You should reserve rooms early using the online system.
e [f you need special equipment such as a standing desk or large computer screen,

email me before May 10.

We know that this change may be inconvenient. If you have any questions, talk to

your team leader. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
Sincerely,

Hiroko Tanaka
Office Manager

(9] What is the purpose of this email?
@ to tell staff about a new job rule
@ to talk about a holiday
@ to explain about office construction

@ to give computer training
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(10) When will office staff start working on the 2nd and 3rd floors?

(11

(12)

(13)

O May 12
@ May 13 and 14
@ May 15
@ June 20

What problem might happen on May 157

@O There may not be anyone available to help.
@ Computers could be severely damaged.

@ Internet and phones may not work.

@ The office will probably be closed.

What should staff do if they need special items?
@ Call a friend.

@ Go to the 5th floor.

® Talk to the president.

@ Contact Hiroko Tanaka.

Who wrote the message?
@ the company president
@ the team leader

@ the office manager

@ the cleaning staff
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M. ROFXL (14) ~ (23] OZEMIIANSDITKGEYIBEDE, ThZENDDO~DDHMH5—>

ERSE: 0%
(14) Mary always arrives on time. She is ( ).
@ nasty @ bored ® rude
(15) Robert took ( ) to get it perfect.

(16)

(17

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21

(22)

(23

@ pains

His party was so much fun. I enjoyed (

@ itself

@ ears ® bears

@ myself ® themselves

She is one of the greatest ( ) players.

@ loving @ living @ alive
My story is based ( ) true experiences.
@® with @ to ® for

You should look (

@ which

We are short (

@ of

@ over ® forward
) hands.
@ on ® to

She was dressed ( ) red at the party.

@® on

T have never (

@ look

All T want (
@ in

@ in @ for

) a more beautiful sight.

@ seen ® been

) my birthday is flowers.
@ with @ to

) very much.

) the instructions before you use it.

@ punctual

@ tears

@ himself

@ awake

@ on

@ of

@ for

@ to

@ saw

@ for
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X &5 &Ko

(24)

(25)

(26)

A: What time does the show start?
B: It starts at seven, but we should go early.

A

B: To get good seats, of course.

@ Should we take a train or a bus?
@ Do you think it will be crowded?
® Why do you say that?

@ Do you prefer sitting or standing?

A: I'm really tired today.
B:
A

: Yeah, I was studying for the math test.
B: I hope it went well!

@O When did you take a nap?

@ Don’t you like math?

® What chances have you had recently?

@ Did you stay up late last night?

A: Do you have any plans this weekend?
B: I'm going hiking with my friends.
A: That sounds fun! Where are you going?

B:

@ T have to finish my homework first.
@ We stopped by the shopping mall.
® I have never been there before.

@ To the mountains near Lake Nojiri.
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27

(28)

(29)

(30

A: Can I borrow your dictionary?
B:
A: Thanks! I'll only need it for tonight.

B: No problem at all.

@ Sure. Just bring it back tomorrow.
@ Sorry, I'm using it for now.

® You should buy one of your own.

@ T think mine is in my locker.

: How was your trip to Kyoto?

A
B : It was amazing. I loved the temples.
A

B: Yes, Yatsuhashi was delicious!
@ T heard that, too.

@ Did you try green tea ice cream?
@ Did you buy any local products?
@ What does Yatsuhashi mean?

A: I forgot my umbrella.

B:

A: Thanks! You're a great help.
B: Anytime!

@ I haven’t checked the lost and found.
@ I have a spare one you can use.
@ I never use my umbrella.

@ T think the rain will stop soon.

A: What’s your favorite subject?
B : I really like science.

A

B: It’s so interesting, right?

@ T'm not interested in history.

@ Me, too! Especially biology.

@ T think our math teacher is nice.

@ He can’t understand what you mean.

_8_
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V. RO (31) ~ (35) OZEMIz, 2NENOD~@%MF~FZ T, EhowsXicl, 3%H

B30 HKFEEZ Lo

(B I thinkit ¢ ) C ) () C ) C ) novel in German.
@ is @ a ® impossible @ write

32) Tam C ) C ) () C ) C ) next week.
@O willing @ meeting ® the @ attend

® to

® to

(33) Please turn down () ) (_ ) C ) C ) can hear you better.

@ so @1 ® that @ TV

(34) This road ¢ ) C ) (_ ) C ) C ) station.
@O Kyoto @ you @ will @ to

B85 ITwill C > C > C )C )C ) go
@ forget @1 @ you @ wherever

® the

® take

@ never
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(36)

(37

(38)

(39)

(40)

DOFHT (36) ~ [40) 3. HEEDOEHKTH b, EHRIN TV EiEL L TIRbEY T D%,
ZNOO~DDHH 5 —>F DiFE~N,

a system used for sending and viewing images and sound

@ cartoon @ television ® photograph @ movie

a vehicle with four wheels and an engine, that can carry a small number of
passengers

@ bicycle @ airplane ® car @ motorcycle

a set of printed pages that are held together in a cover so that you can read

@ sign @ poster ® newspaper @ book

a large piece of electrical kitchen equipment, shaped like a cupboard, used for keeping
food and drink cool

@ chest @ oven @ microwave @ refrigerator
a school for children aged three to six

@ elementary school @ kindergarten

@ after-school school @ secondary school

DML ETY,
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